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In%umanitzz, is rapidly becoming a well-known address for people who Ll,
TEFE " §uffered at the hands of the Russians in the Eastern Zone,

“very day the house is filled with men and women who have lost a

relative semevhere in the “wast and hope to locate this person with the

aid of the Kampfgruppe. ‘“hile this service is one of the most impor-

tant eontributions of the Kampfgruppe, it by no means erhausts the

iist of activities sponsored by the group. These may he found in

tieir official preogram which lists the following purposes of the
crzanization:

1. txposure of all crimes azainst humanity no matter by
whem or where they were perpetrated,

2. Oiving widest publiclty to all crimes against humanity
no matter which country is resnonsible for the same. .

3., Institution of a search service for persons who have
teen arrested or kidnapped in the Soviet Zone.

_—

i+ iiving advice and support to refugees or other victims
MICROFIUMED | of inhumanity from the Soviet Zone..
+ Locumentation of crimes against humanity.
6CT 2 1969 « Supnort of all persons who use political means in keep-
i

DOC. MICRO. SER ing up resistance azainst the reign of terror which

exists in Rastern (ermany..

RBackground of the Kampfgruppe

The idea of constitutinz such 2 group first arose in the
summer of 1548 when a number of concentration camp inmates were am-
nestied. It ocecurred to Ir. Wildebrandt, the criginator of the
Rampfzruppe, that 1f these perscns told of their experiences in the
camps they would call the world's attention to the fact that con-
centration camps still eitist. Tt was [lildebrandt's contention that
the concentration camps under Hiiler might never have developed so
extensively if thev had been sufficlently exposed at the formative
$tage, -

In Augugt 1948, Lr. [fildebrandt arranged with the Demolra-
tischer Jugend Verhand to hold a rally under the motto: "Schweigen
ist Selbstmord" (to remain silent is suicide)., TFormer concentration
camp victims spoke on this occasion. The rally reached a large audience
hy heing broadeast over RIAS and the NIR, Immediately requests
poured in for additional information about the camps, especially about
individuals in the camps. To answer these inquiries, an office ¥
established at |, Hoehman® Strasse in lecember 1948, The volunteeru ]ﬁ’
he served in this offiee binded themselves together in the “Kampi- 1~
gruppe®,  On 2 April 1949 the Kampfgruppe took the ne.t step and was [
cffiecially licensed by the Mommandantura as a political group "in
sraater Berlin®, Very recently the [ampfygruppe started Lo organize
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Dr. Hildebrandt Et: -:]

A word should te said about Ir. Raifie
vouthful originator and present head o e Kamgfgruppe. The high
noints »f his early life include: study at the Yprogressive Jaldorf-
échule, devotion tec Albracht Yaushofer, (see Hildebrandt's books: vir
sind di: Letzten), ard imprisonment for 17 months by the Gestapc an
suspicion of high treason. Before starting the Kampf{gruppe he was
unknowvn, Lildebrandt has a penchant for publicity and manages to keep
his name in the foreground wherever the Kampfgruppe is mentioned. By
nature he se-ms more drawn t¢ artists, musicians, and intellectuals
generally(than tec former ecconcentration camp victims. INe »elonss to
the Terlig, “Liga fuer Geistesfroiheit® which is composed largely of
univers] men, poets, actors and the like, The head of the Liza, Tr.
irkenfeld, is a co-licensee of the Kampfgruppe. In .uguS%
] our persons were arrested for attempting to kidnap Dr.
“ildebrandt., There is no doubt tnai the Hussians would like to have him.

The ‘erlin office of the Kampfgruppe now has a staff of 22
volunteer workers., A large percentage of these volunteers have them-
selves spent some time in Soviet Zone concentration camps, which
accounts for the long hours which same of them are willing to put in
at the office.

There are at present three main departments in the Kampfgruppe:
the search service, the records section, and the acvisory group.

The Search Serviée

The sgearch service was the first to be es{yPlished and began
operations in January 1949, Tt is run by Fraeuleinfifuthreith, former
inmate of a concentration camp. There ire two typ
contains the names of persons being sousht; relatives clther appear
persenally in Berlin cr write in, giving all cdata they have, including
a photograph, of the porson who is missing. They also include their
owm adcress. In the case of persons from the eastern zone, a western
zone address 1s arranged to prevent arousing any suspicion, This file
now contains 15,112 names.

The other file of the search service contains the names of all
nersons known to be or to have been in & concentration camp or prison,.
These names arc ohtained from persons who have heen released or who have
eacaped from one of the camps. Rach card contains a code nam= of the
person who supplied the information. The list of informants is available
to only three persons in the office., The file now contains 11,455 names ,

As soon as a new name or new information on an old nams is
made avallable, the Kampfzruppe zoes through the file of names of per-
sons being sought and, iT a card is found, th:t person is notified,
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If the infermant is willing, an arrangement for a personal interview 1s
made so that further details can be ascertained. In case no card is
hand in the file of persons being sought, the name of the icentified
merson, if deceased, s broadcast over RIAS. This station includes
such namss 1n a s 601a1 hroadcast heard hondays and Thursdays a1t 0045
to CGl00. These names are also renrinted in the Yeue Zeitung, TG=rlin
edition,

To date, the names of 2,231 concentration camp victims or
inmates have heen communicated tc persons who were looking for infor-
mation about them. The names of 2,680 persons have bheen broadeist
rer the radio.

The Records Section

The second department is concerned with keeping a careful re-
cord of all iuformation that has hLeen uncovered by the Wamnfigruppe.
hile records have heen kept frov the very hegincmine, the department
was not organized on a scisntific hasis until a certain Tr. Urban set
it up in September of this wear, all informition is now cataloged
according te four main categories:; name, location, special zroup, and
tonic., It is the purpose of this department to supply basic informa-
tion for kamplfgruppe speeches, broadcasts, newspaper releases, pam-
mhlets, and books. Tt is also intended to produce documentary proof
of atrocities which havsz been and are belng committed in Hastern zone
concentration camps. 4 careful racord is belng kent of all Soviedl
officials and thelr conduct in the camps as walil as a list of evmsn
Spitzel (informers) operating either inside of the camps or causing
the arrest of Germans in the Listern zone.

414 to Victime -~

& third degartment, led bty SiepgfriediSchultz, was organized
in Tebruarv 19L9 to give advice and qlﬂ Th victims of 1nhuman1ty from
the Jastern zone. #His chief function is to remain in contact with
officlal and private welfare agencies in order to arrar e speelal assis~
tance to persons deserving aid. dinece the means of Berlin welfare
a encies are very limited, the Hampfzruppe 1s anxiouns to provide direct
relief to perscns who have lost sverything as a result of opuesing the
Soviet regime in iastern Germony. The Kumpferuppe also wishes to help
the immeciate members cof families in the ¥astern Zone where the hqad

the family has,hsen take» away pv VEVD agents,

be called an operations section is headed by a

c mann. e donducts all important interrogations of
form>r ccnden: ratlon camp inmates. He also maintains close contact
with persons 1 the Soviet Zone whe have volunteered to work for the
hamcizruppe.  (ne might say that he is hullding up an underground re-
sistance movement in the Soviet Zone. Hoffmann is largcly responsible
Tor the distribution of F" {for freedom) literature in the Sovict Zone.
iz worksrs also paint the ¥ symbol at nrominent places in the zone

ana supply the Hampfgruppe with names anc acdresses of Spitzel, which
ar2 then broaccast over RIAS to warn other Germang.
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Publicity

Lyantually the Kampfgruppe intends te create a press section,
btut at present I'r. Hildebrandt is taking care of this field. The Group
has tesn verv active in spreading information ahout concditions in the
FLastern zone. iost of the press relenses appear in the form of a brief
statement. Longe articles usuilly describe mass meetings —ut on by
the Kampfgruppe. Pamphlets include: 'auch das ist Dmutschland! (That
too is Gormany) and "Auch lch washlte die Freiheit" (I too Chose Freedom).
otk sentain detailed information on Sovict 7one concentrstion camps.

A Tour-page prepazanda sheet intended primarily for the GSoviet Zone
baars the title: '"Wiiderstand} ©ln TJort an dle Unterdrueckten der
Ostzone! {hkesistancel 4 lord to the Oppressed in the Soviet Zone) which
calls for netivs political resistonece to the totalitnyion “ast Zone
zovernsant, Tn the pzar Puture I'r. Hildebrandt plans to write 71 book
similar te Logon'ts M8S Stzat!" on woviet Zong concentration comns.,

Financial Support

In his svplicatior for the Kampfgruppe licerse Lr. Hildebrandt
menticned that the only source of funds is from a slizht charge made
for ths search sarvice (1.00 I"7 par person) and money obtained from
puhlications. Tt 1s believed that the citv zoverumont, throuch its
wellsre denartment, also makes some covtributions. Recently CRALOG
waz 25ked to assist the Kampfgruppe by meking food packages available.
It would secem dssirable, 1f further id is given the Iampfzruppe froe
Am=aricin sources, that a wav bs found to determine the total incame of
the Fampfgruppe from all knovm sourcss and th-t a system e gset up for
a regular accounting of the sama. “hile there is no raason at nresent
to suspect that funds are going into private hands, tha prescent loose
srstem roadily lends itself to abuse.

Future of the kampfgruppe

The Kampfgruppe, in spite of its uncertain financinl status,

is 2 growing oporation which is capabln of expansion in several dircc-
tims. Cno possibility, which it is now actively oromoting, is that

it mny become nn information scervica of thoe Nonn government, specifically
fer the rinistry of All="ormen AfTairs (Ministerium fur aesmt-d zutsche
Trogen), Anothur wossibility is ti-t it may develop into 2 Soviet Zone
underground with the purpese of bringing about A united Grrmary. &
third pessihility, which 1s sugjestoad b the first twe Kampforumoe
orinciplcs maentioned abova, is that the ¥ampfzruppn mirht At some later
date enlargn on its present scepe in the Kistern zone ud espouse the
crusae, for ermmple, of th: axpollees from thoe ast whe would he des-
cribod 28 living uncer inhumane conditiens in Testorn Goarmany, with the
obvicus implication thnt the US is largely at fault, Thore is no raa-
sen to belinve that the Lampfgrupps is particularly fricndlv to tho US,.
ssentinlly it is composed of Garmons whose primary intercst is thair
wn country 2nd who would not hisitate in the laast to use tho chuirge
of "inhumanity" 25 a politicil weapon dirscted against the U3, 4t

the nroesent time, howoevaer, the Kompfgruppe is o useful instrument in
the cstern struggle agninst Communism.
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